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Supplement Figure

(A).Overview of the experiment procedure. A3.01 cells were seeded at 2 × 105 cells/ml for 24 h, infected with known amounts of HIV-1 (MN, 109 copies per 106 cells) for 2 h, washed twice with PBS, cultured for 3 days, and then incubated with 50 µM of Caspase-3 fmk Inhibitor Z-DEVD, or 25 nM of caspase-3 activator PAC1 for another 7 days. On day 7, the cells were changed to fresh medium and then cultured for 7 days more. On day 14, the supernatants from cell cultures were collected for viral RNA isolation, and cell pellets were harvested for the isolation of total DNA and protein.

(B).Caspase-3 Assay. A3.01 cells, infected with HIV-1 (MN) for 3 days, were incubated in the medium containing caspase-3 inhibitor, Z-DEVD, or caspase-3 activator, PAC1, for 14 days, and DMSO was used as control, according to the procedure in Supp. Fig. A. Total cell lysates were subjected to detection of caspase-3 activities with EnzChek® Caspase-3 Assay Kit #1, Z-DEVD-AMC Substrate from Invitrogen (Grand Sland, NY, USA) that was used to test caspase-3 activity, which was performed according to the manufacturer’s instruction. It was showed that caspase-3 inhibitor significantly decreased caspase-3 activities and caspase-3 activator dramatically increased caspase-3 activities in A3.01 cells induced by HIV-1 infection relative to DMSO control.

