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Clinical Image

The "Poké Ball sign" is a distinctive radiological feature ob-
served in mature cystic ovarian teratomas. It is characterized
by the presence of a spherical structure floating at the interface
between fat and fluid, resembling a Poké Ball (Figure 1) [1]. In
the Pokémon® series, a Poké Ball is a spherical device utilized
for capturing and containing Pokémon [2].

Mature ovarian cystic teratomas are the most commonly
encountered benign tumors of the ovary, comprising approxi-
mately 10 to 20% of all ovarian tumors. They typically occur in
women of reproductive age and are often serendipitously dis-
covered due to their frequently asymptomatic nature. Patholo-
gically, these teratomas consist of mature tissues derived from
the three embryonic germ layers: ectoderm, mesoderm, and
endoderm [3].

The imaging characteristics of ovarian teratomas may vary
on cross-sectional images depending on the embryonic growth
pattern. While the presence of a Pokémon Ball sign is conside-
red indicative, it exhibits relatively low sensitivity (reported in-
cidence rate of 25 to 30% in certain case series), meaning its
absence does not rule out the diagnosis of a mature cystic ova-
rian teratoma [1]. The visualization of a floating ball within a
cyst containing a combination of fat and fluid is readily achieved
through magnetic resonance imaging (Figure 2).

Figure 1: Cerebral MR angiogrydemonstrates athrombus inthe
right lateral sinus with extension into the ipsilateral internal jugular
vein, as well as the presence of a macroadenoma of the pituitary
gland with extension into the right cavernous sinus.
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